We present a study in semantic typology probing the relationship between linguistic resources for reference to object parts and spatial frames of reference in discourse and cognition. The background of this study is the still-growing controversy over the use spatial frames of reference (FoRs) in language and cognition. FoRs are cognitive coordinate systems used to identify places and directions. Levinson (1996Levinson ( , 2003 and Pederson et al. 1998 show that speakers' selection of types of FoRs in discourse predicts their use of the same types of FoRs in recall memory and spatial inference. They advance a relativistic interpretation according to which language determines FoR selection in internal cognition. Li and Gleitman (2002) instead argue that the alignment is the result of cultural factors such as literacy, education, and the adaption to topography and ecology.
